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Topic: Support for the Central Corridor Light Rail Lineto go Through a Tunnel on Campus

WHEREAS, the Central Corridor Light Rail Line will be going through the University of
Minnesota, Twin Cities Campus on Washington Avenue; and

WHEREAS, a considerable percentage of the ridership on the Central Corridor Line will be
University of Minnesota students, employees, and visitors; and

WHEREAS, according to the Federal Railroad Administration, "deaths in grade crossing
accidents are the second- leading category of deaths associated with railroading”* and
"elimination of at-grade crossings...offers the greatest long-term promise for optimizing the
safety and efficiency of the two modes of transportation™? (trains and motor vehicles); and

WHEREAS, the benefits of atunnel appreciably outweigh the added upfront material costs; and

WHEREAS, atunnel under Washington Avenue for the Central Corridor cannot be added once
the line is completed without significant cost and construction; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of Graduate Students supports the plan for the Central
Corridor Light Rail Line to go through campus via an underground tunnel on Washington
Avenue.
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<http://www.fra.dot.gov/downloads/safety/action_plan_final_051605.pdf> (10 September 2007).

2 U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Railroad Administration. Federal Railroad Safety Accountability and
Improvement Act (proposed), p. 10,
<http://www.fra.dot.gov/Downloads/Counsel/legis|ation/2007Rail SafetyBill.pdf> (10 September 2007).



